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Pseudorabies

Q. What is pseudorabies?

A. Pseudorabies virus (PRV), also known as
Aujeszky’s disease, is a disease of swine
that can also affect cattle, horses, dogs,
cats, sheep and goats.  PRV is an
extremely contagious herpesvirus that
causes reproductive problems, including
abortion, stillbirths and even occasional
death losses in breeding and finishing
hogs.

Q.Is PRV contagious to humans?

A. No.  The virus is not contagious to
humans, not even to people working on
farms with PRV-infected animals or
through consumption of meat from
infected animals.  

Q.How is the virus spread?  

A. PRV is primarily spread through direct
animal-to-animal (or nose-to-nose)
contact between an infected and
shedding pig and a noninfected pig.  If
present on inanimate objects, such as
boots, clothing, feed, trucks and
equipment, the virus can also spread
from herd to herd and farm to farm.  It
has also been known to spread through
the air.   
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Introduction: 
The federal-state-industry National
Pseudorabies Virus (PRV) Eradication
Program is an unprecedented effort in
swine disease eradication by federal
and state animal health officials with
input from the nation’s pork producers.

PRV has been one of the most costly of
all swine diseases.  It has been
estimated to cost U.S. producers over
$30 million annually through vaccine
costs, testing, abortion, illness, loss of
productivity and access to some foreign
markets.  This estimate does not
include subclinical respiratory or
reproductive problems caused by PRV
in concert with other diseases.  

Discussions about the possibility of
eradicating PRV first began in 1975.  A
national control and eradication
program for PRV was officially kicked-
off on January 1, 1989.  As the
eradication program nears completion,
it is essential that all pork producers
continue to be aware of the risk of
infection and to implement the
production practices that will protect
their herds.
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Q.How can pseudorabies be prevented?

A. Pseudorabies can be prevented primarily
through good, tight biosecurity, a sound
vaccination program, and thorough,
meticulous management with disease
control and prevention in mind. 

Q.How long has the virus existed in the
United States?

A. PRV is known to have existed in the US
for at least 150 years.  

Q.What are the economic and trade
implications of pseudorabies?

A. The U.S. is one of the world’s largest
producers of pork and is the second
largest exporter of pork.  U.S. pork
production accounts for about 10 percent
of the total world supply.  The retail value
of pork sold to consumers exceeds $30
billion annually.  In addition, the pork
industry supports more than 600,000
jobs.  

The presence of pseudorabies in swine
has a tremendous economic impact on
the industry’s yearly earnings.  At its peak
in the 1990s, the cost to pork producers
alone was estimated to be $30 million
annually.  Of this amount, more than
half, $17 million, represented the cost of
vaccination.  Another $11 million was
attributed to pig deaths, with the
remainder attributed to money spent on
testing.  
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